
902 (ASSEMBLY.]

to see the line standardised between Kal-
goorlie and Fremantle and from Port Pirie
to Broken Hill, which would give a through
run to Brisbane. That would be a wonder-
ful asset to Australia. I think we could do
without standardising our other lines for a
long time. We would not have much trouble
if we still retained the Sft. 6in. gauge, be-
cause South Australia has three gauges,
the 5ft. Sin, gauge, the 4ft. 8'/2 in. and the
3ft. 6in., and that State seems to get along
pretty well.

On motion by Hon. H. Tuckey, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.

H. Kitson-West): I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn till

the 3rd October, 1045.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.29 p.m.

2Urngisfate Atslerabl.
Thursday, 27th September, 1945.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
* EDUCATION.

As to Prvso for Deaf Children.

Mr. FOX asked the Minister for Educa-
tion:

1, Is he aware of the existence in this
State of a number of young children who
were born deaf following an epidemic of
German measles?

2,. In view of the necessity for commenc-
ing the education of these children at a very
early age will the Government make special
provision for these children as soon as pos-
sible?

The MINISTER replieca:
1, Yes.
2, The question of providing special facili-

ties for the education of deaf children is
being given close consideration by the Edu-
cation Department in conjunction with the
Department of Public Health. At present
plans are being drafted to provide the re-
quisite accommodation.

SHII'IUILDING.

As to Commonwealth Programme.

Air. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Works:

1, Is he aware that the Commonwealth
Government has decided to spend, during the
current year, a further sum of £3,000,000
on shipbuilding, and that of that sum
£600,000 will be spent in Queensland,
£780,000 in New South Wales, £700,000 in
Victoria, £700,000 in South Australia,
£C22,000 in Tasmania, £C215,000 in the United
Kingdom, and £3,000 in the United States of
Americal

2, Is Western Australia unable to under-
take any of this work; and, if so, in view
of the fact that certain vessels have been
built here during the war period, why?

3, Have any representations been made to
the Commonwealth Government with a view
to obtaining a share of this work?9

4, Did the Commonwealth Government
make any representations to the State Goy-
erment, prior to coming to a decision, to
ascertain whether this State could under-
take any of the work?

5, If not, and assuming an affirmative
answer to No. 2, will be or the Government
make an emphatic protest to the Common-
wealth Government at its neglect of Western
Australian interests in this matter, and at
the same time supply the Commonwealth
authorities with a statement of this State's
possibilities as regards its industrial under-
taking?

The MINISTER replied:
1, 2, 3,4, and 5, Three hundred-ton wooden

ships, 120 ft. steel ocean-going lighters, 100
ft. Philippine steel lighters and an 80-ton
floating crane are being constructed in West-
ern Australia. Practically the whole of the
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amounts mentioned in Question No. 1, would
cover the construction of large ships, and
Western Australia has no capacity for the
building of such ships. Every endeavour
will be made to obtain additional orders for
the building of smaller types of vessels in
this State. The amount to be expended ink
Western Australia by the Commonwealth on
ship-building during the current financial
year -will be at least £40,000.

SOUTH FRIEMANTLE POWER HOUSE.

As to Provision for Alternative Fuel.
Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for

Works,-
1, Ia regard to the proposed electric power

station at Fremantle, is it proposed to pro-
v'ide means to use fuel other than native coal
if at any future time such coal is not avail-
able as is the case at present?

2, If such alternative proposals are not
incorporated in the present plans, will the
Government take the steps necessary to have
such provision made so as to minimise the
possibility of experiences similar to those
recently and at present affecting employ-
ment, services and/or industry dependent
upon the supply of power from East Perth?

3, If not, why not?
The MINISTER replied:
1, Yes.
2, See answer to Question No. 1.
3, Because of the answer to Question

NolI.

GREENOUGH ELECTORATE.

Seat Declared Vacant.
THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A. R.

G. Hawkc--Northam) [4.34]: I move-
That the seat for the electoral district of

Greenough be declared vacant.

Mvembers will be aware that it was agreed
comne time ago to appoint a panel of mem-
hers, of which the Speaker of this House
was Chairman, to investigate the develop-
ments in regard to the position of Flight
Lieutenant Newton who was elected to re-
present the district of Greonough 'at the
general election for the Legislative Assembly
in November, 1943. At that time Mir. New-
ton was oversen as a member of the Royal
Australian Air Force. After his election
he remained in England as a member of
the R.A.A.F. and continued to carry out
his duties as a member of that service. By
January, 1944, he had carried out or had

taken part in approximately 100 bombing
missions over enemy territory or enemy-
occupied territory in Europe. He was
almost due for discharge from actual bomb-
ing- operations when the plane in which he
carried out his last bombing mission was
lost over some portion of Europe.

After the lapse of a considerable arnount
of time the Royal Australian Air Force
authorities issued a notice of the presumip-
tion of death of Mr. Newton. That was re-
ported to Mr. Speaker and the necessary
steps to be taken by him and this Assembly
were then inquired into. Members know the
report that was presented to this House by
MNr. Speaker on behalf of the patnb. The
portion of that report, -with which we arc
concerned today, is as follows:-

I accept wit]' very great regret the findiag
set out in the above letter-
That is the letter from the R.A.A.F. auth-
orities dealing with the presumption of Mr.
Newton's death.
-that prima facie Flight Lieutenant Jr. V.
Newton is dead, and the panel appointed by
me agrees in ibis finding, but in view of the
possibility of suich death not being a fact, I
recommend that nomination day be fixed not
earlier than the 26th September next, so as to
provide for the application of Section 38,
paragraph 5, Of the Constitution Act Amend-
meat Act, 1800.
It is in accordance with that finding that
this motion is moved this afternoon. I am
sure that every member of the Assembly
regrets the circumstances that have made
this step necessary. There will still be in
the minds of uis all, I am sure, a lingering-
hope that Mr. Newton may yet be found to be
alive, even though all the indications appear
to be to the contrary. If it is finally proved
that he lost his life defending Great Britain,
and indirectly his own country, Australia,
then we will feel that he has made that sacri-
fice for the sake of his fellow-men, and will
re-wret very deeply that he was never pri-
vileged to take his place in this House for
the purpose of representing the people of
the areenough electorate who, in his absence
from Western Australia, showed their con-
fidence in him as a man and in his ability
to represent them faithfully and well in the
Parliament of the State.

MR. WATTS (IKatanning) [4A0]: In
the existing circumstances it is, of course,
necessary for us all to agree with the motion.
You, Mr. Speaker, and the panel you
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appointed have made all the inquiries open
to it and I think, practically speaking,
those concerned satisfied themselves that the
information regarding die sad but unfor-
tunate death of Mr. Newton was almost cer-
tainly correct. But you took the Course,
-which I think you bad every reason to pur-
sue as a reasonable precaution, of waiting
until another portion of the Constitution
Act had been complied with in order that
there might be no question about the de-
cision that this House would ultimately
make, and the course which it is now pro-
posingF to take on the motion of the Acting
Premier. While holding different political
views from the hon. gentleman whose death
we are now expected to assume, we who sit
on the Opposition side of the House can
join with the Acting Premier very sincerely
in the expression of regret he has voiced.
In my opinion, it is a tragedy that we would
all have liked to have seen avoided'had that
been possible. Mr. Newton, like thousands
of others has, apparently given his life in
the interest of the British Commonwealth
of Nations and we are all very sorry. I sup-
port the motion.

HON. J. 0. WILLOOK (Geraldton)
[4.42J: As one of the few members of the
Legislative Assembly who was privileged to
become intimately acquainted with the late
Mr. Newton, I would like on this occasion
to pay a tribute to him and to deplore the
necessity for the presumption of his death.
Unfortunately in all the circumstances, we
cannot do anything else than support the
motion, which has been moved by the Act-
ing Premier. I had the privilege of kno-
ing the late hon. member very well and of
enjoying his friendship. He was a man of
very high character, of great energy and
capacity. He possessed a wonderful know-
ledge of this country and was of a very
studious nature. I believe that had he been
spared he would have proved himself a
credit to the State. I would not have spoken
today were it not for the fact that only
one or two other members of this Chamber
were privileged to enjoy Mr. Newton's
friendship, and I support the motion.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [4.44]:
On behalf of the members who sit on the
Opposition cross benches, I desire to ex-
press our concurrence in the motion. We

regret the necessity for the motion which
hais been moved by the Acting Premier. As
a member of the panel referred to by him,
I would like to voice the fact that our find-
ing was inevitable; we had no option in
the matter. The Air Force had adopted all
the procedure involved when an offeer is
deemed to'have lost his life. In the cir-
cumstances we could act only as we did, but
we also took the precaution, at Mr.
Speaker's request, to comply with the pro-
visions of the Constitution Act, which have
been referred to, in order to prevent the
possibility of an extraordinary position
arising if, in fact, the supposition of Mr.
Newton's death was not correct. Now under
the procedure that has been adopted at the
instance of the Acting Premier, the effect
of the Constitution Act is to declare the
seat vacant as a formality seeing that the
hon. member did not receive any leave of
absence during the period covered.

In the circumstances,' the seat is auto-
matically declared vacant. If he should re-
turn in these circunmstanes, we would not
have the extraordinary position arise of a
man coming back who was not expected to
return, only to find that someone had taken
his position in his absence. The action
adopted will deal with the situation from the
point of view of any controversy arising.
I express our regret for the circumstances
that occasion the moving of this motion,
and our sorrow that a young man who had
offered himself and had been accepted for
service in the defence of the British Em-
pire and Australia, which is part of the
Empire, has been taken away before he had
an opportunity to show what his real value
in life would be to the community.

Question put and passed; the motion
agreed to.

LEAVE oF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr, Wilson, leave of ab-
sence for four weeks granted to the Minister
for the North-West (Ron. A. A. M. Cover-
ley-Kimberley) on the ground of ill-health.

BILL-TOWN PLANNING AND DEVEL-
OPMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced hy the Minister for Works and
read a first time.
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BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
1, Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insurance)

Act Amendment.
2, National Fitness.
Transmitted to the Council.

EILL-STATB GOVERNMENT INSUR-
ANCE OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR (Hon.
A. H. Panton-Leederville) (4.48] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The object of
the Bill is to amend the State Government
Insurance Office Act in three directions and
these necessitate very little explanation be-
caume the measure really speaks for itself.
The first amendment is to give the State In-
surance Office the necessary anthority to ar-
range insurances for local governing auth-
orities and friendly societies The next
amendment is to permit the State Insur-
ance Office to act on behalf of any State
inmurance Office operating in another State,
while the third provides for the deletion of
the words "State Government Actuary"
from the Act so as to enable the State In-
surance Office to be placed under a manager.
With regard to the first matter which deals
with the insurances for local governing auth-
orities and friendly societies, this question
has been the subject of negotiations1 cor-
respondence and deputations between my
colleague, the Minister for Works, and the
organisations referred to over a long period.

As far back as 1034 local governing bodies
were holding conferences and carrying reso-
lutions dealing with this matter, and dur-
ing- the interval have, as I mentioned be-
fore, dealt further with the subject by means
of correspondence and deputations to the
Minister for Works. The representations
principally emanated from a body known as
the Great Eastern Road Board Association.
I notice from the letterhead that there art
no fewer than 21 road boards connected with
the conference. There is nothing compulsory
in the Bill. The road boards, according to
the correspondence and the minntes of depu-
tations, propose to form a pool with the
view to carrying on their own insurance.
After much consideration and acting upon
expert advice, they finally decided that it
would be better, rather than secnre an amend-
ment of the Road Districts Act, to form the
pool and effect the insurance, if possible,
through the State Government Insurance

Office. They are of opinion that that would
be a better, quicker and more reasonable
method, as it would result in a saving of
money that could he used for the benefit of
the ratepayers.

This Bill is introduced today, therefore, to
give Parliament the opportunity to decide
that the road boards may form the pool to
which I have referred. What applies to
the road boards applies also to a large ex-
tent to friendly societies. Friendly societies
operate on two principal funds, (1) the sick
and funeral fund and (2) the management
fund. My experience has been that the
management fund is usually in a bankrupt
condition, hut that the sick and friendly fund
is always in a healthy condition. That is
because the officer in control of the friendly
societies keeps them up to the collar. The
societies are compelled to pay 4V2 per cent.
of their income into the sick and funeral
fund. Naturally, they are looking for a
method whereby they can increase their funds
and so make the management fund stronger,
as well as make better provision for the sick
and funeral fund.

It will be found that most friendly societies
invest their money in houses upon mortgage,
and lately in war loans. Naturally, if they
can arrange for cheaper insurance their
funds will he increased. Under the present
system, from what I can understand, the
owner of a property under the control of
one of these societies pays the insurance pre-
mium to the society, which acts as an agent
for the insurance company and receives a
commission. As I said, the friendly societies
are anxious to form a similar pool to that
desired by the road boards, as this would
enable them to effect insurances themselves
and so save money. The first request from
the societies was made in 1928. Since then
much correspondence and negotiation have
taken place between the societies and the
management of the State Insurance Office.
[was informed by one gentleman -who -waited

on me that had his society been allowed to
insure in 1928, it would have saved since
then the sum of £C6,000. I must take his
word for that statement, as I am not in
,t position to vouich for it. A considerable
prolportion of the premiums now paid is
,;wallowed up in commissions; and I think
that? in view of the number of insurance
companies which are competing for busi-
ness, it will be agreed that a pool such
as is proposed by this Bill will result in
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the lowering of premium;, as there will be
no competition. This will mean a great
saving of money row paid by way of
commission by both the road boards and
the friendly societies.

The second pmendmnent proposes that
people who have insured with State offices
in the Eastern States shall be allowed to
pay their premiums to our State office.
At present, they are forced to send the
premiums to the Eastern States; and it
has been found that, on a death, many
forms have to be completed in order to
get the business tixed up. The New South
WVales office has asked our office here
whether it is not possible for such people
to pay their premiums into our office, and
thus obviate the correspondence now neces-
sary. That is the purpose of this amend-
ment. Perhaps few people may avail
themselves of it, but the provision will he
there should it be desired by any person
to take advantage of it.

The remaining amendment deals with
the management of our State office. Prior
to the retirement and unfortunate death
of the late manager, Mir. Bennett, the
office was managed, by an actuary, Mr.
Bennett being the actuary. The Act pro-
vides that the office must be managed by
an actuary. It was found during Mr.
Bennett's managership that there was hut
little work in this State for an actuary
and that it was not worth while paying
for a full-time actuary, besides which men
of that calibre are very scarce in Austra-
l ia. It was decided that the actuarial
work necessary to be done in Western
Australia could conveniently he contracted
out.

The proposal, therefore, is that in future
our office shall be managed hy a person
who is not necessarily an actuary. If this
particular amendment is agreed to, the
manager will he appointed by His Excel-
lency the Glovernor under the provisions
of the Public Service Act. Those are the
three proposed amendments; as I have
,aid, they speak for themselves. In view
of the fact that the first two amendments
were specially asked for, I think the House
might give them earnest and sympathetic
consideration, together with the third
anendmnt. We feel that in justice to
the organisations who have requested this

legislation that we should introduce the
Bill. I move:-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by M1r. WVatts, debate ad-
journed.

BIL-CLOSER SETTLEMENT ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 18th Septem-
ber.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[3.0] : 1 support the second reading of the
Bill, the main purpose of which is to pro-
vide land for thosL returned men who wish
to take up farming pursuits. While the
Bill does not actually say so, I think the
Minister plainly indicated that that was
the chief reason for the introduction of
the measure. Of course, there are other
reasons why there is need for closer settle-
ment. In a country with an increasing
population, it is natural that people should
look for land. Again, particularly at the
present time, we have quite a large number
of people looking for land for their sons
and also for investment. They regard
land as one of the safest investments that
can be made and that is creating a de-
mand. Closer settlement is being brought
about at the present time and will be
achieved to a considerable extent in the
near future, because many farmers who
hare had sons on active service will wish
to provide land for them. These fathers
have felt the strain of war years and will
he glad to make way for their sons to
carry on the responsibilities of the farm
or part of the farm. I think there will
be a fair amount of land offered to the
Government for soldier settlement, or for
elosei- settlemnent, and such holdings as are
offered will have to receive very careful
consideration. However, I think the Min-
ister would he -wise to eneonrage people
who have land, and who want to sell it,
to offer it to the Government. There is
no question but that great eare will have
to he exercised in regard to Purchasing
largre estates aind subdividing them. It
should not be a rush job.

The Mfinister for Lands: H~ear, hear!

Mr. 'McLARTI': We know what hap-
pened after the inqt war. There was a
rush, and land was taken practically wher-
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ever it was offered. One of the worst
things that can happen in regard to any
land settlement scemne is to engage in
rush tactics. You will remember, Sir,
that we did purchase a great number of
estates after the last war, and we suffered
very heavy losses. On some of the best
estates-estates that were considered to
contain tbe finest land in Western Aust-
ralia, and on which soldiers were settled
-great sums of money had to be written
off. I think this legislation is being intro-
dued too late. It should have beep
brought down three or four years ago; be-
cause, as I have said, great care has to he
taken in purchasing land, and a great deal
of inspection is necessary. If we look at
some of the figures in regard to land settle-
ment in the past-that is, closer settle-
nient-we find that on the last soldier
settlement schemne £2,995,000 was written
off. Generally speaking, I would regard
that venture as one in closer Settlement,
and on that project nearly £3,000,000 in
round figures was lost. Take our greatest
venture in closer settlement in Western
Australia; I refer to group settlement. On
that we wrote off £6,020,000. Then again,
the Agricultural Bank has written off
£2,542,000. The total writing off-or writ-
ing down, whichever term may be used-
was £32,000,000.

I am not quoting these figures as an argu-
ment against closer sittlement, because I
do not think it is an argument; but it does
indicate to us that we should exercise very
great care. I think that eventually we will
make good those losses, if we have not al-
ready done so. We know what both sol-
dier settlement and group settlement have
meant in value to this State, particularly
in regard to dairying. We were importing
butter from the Eastern States before these
scemeres were put into operation. Now we
have reached the stage when we ore export-
ing butter. I do not say that that
£12,000,000 w.as altogether lost; and I ad-
mit that it does not matter -what kind of
land settlement scheme is undertaken; there
will still be losses. The point Y particularly
wish to stress to the Minister is,that a good
deal of these losses in the past could have
been avoided. The main reason for them
was rush tactics. Of course, there were
other reasons, such as purchasing land on
a face-going into an area where land was
offered for sale and purchasing the whole

estate. Some of the land was unsuitable
for closer settlement.

The Minister for Lands: Just as unsuit-
able as some of the men.

MrMLAIITY: Yes, I think the 'Minister
is right. We had some unsuitable settlers;
there is no question of that.

Mir. Berry: And too hig an interest bill!I
Mr. MeLARTY: Yes, that is correct, too.

No doubt the member for Irwin-Moore baa
read the report of the Rural Reconstruction
Commission, which has given advice in re-
gard to high interest rates in the future
and has made a sugg estion whereby the dif-
ficulty may be overcome. Then we had de-
pression prices, which affected not only
those in the closely settled areas but
farmers right throughout Australia and, in
fact, throughout the wo-rld. Again, there
wvere the marginal areas. I am glad that on
this occasion the Government is not going
to permit a soldier to negotiate for his
own land, I feel that nmnny of the soldiers
suffered a very great disability after the
last war through their owh personal nego-
tiations with the people from whom they
bought land.

Mr. Thorn: You mean through making
their own sAttlement.

Mr. MeL ARTY: Making their own ar-
rangenients.

Mr. Doney: Particularly as to the sale
price.

Mr. MeLARTY: Yes.
Mr. Thorn: You would not object to their

selecting their own land7'
Mr. MeLAR TV: No, of course not! Many

will do that; it is only natural. But I again
say that it is not advisable that a Soldier
should go to the person selling the land and
make his own terms. That was done the
last time, particularly in the closely settled
areas; and, owing to the rush tactics to
which I have referred, prices soared sky-
high. There are three parties concerned in
this Bill: the soldier settler, the person
selling the land, and the Government. It is
certain that the Government will have to
bear early losses. I know the 'Minister ex-
pects that to be so. There again, the report
of the Commission shows that it is better
to write off these losses in the early stages
when the soldier settler takes over the land
than to leave him on the land faced with
a debt which he cannot possibly meet. I
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think that is a sound Policy, and there is
no doubt that in the early stages the Gov-
ernment of this country and the taxpayers
generally will have to be preparedI to face
losses. This land will be taken up on a
leasehold basis and not on a freehold ten-
ure. That will apply to States that are
acting as agent States. Nevertheless, I
know that the soldier settler w~ill pay his
yearly rental on a leasehold basis, accord-
ing to the value of the land.

I believe that in the South-West the Min-
ister will find that land will be offered-I
refer to first-class land outside the irriga-
tion areas-to the soldier or to the Gov-
ernment at from £10 to £12 an acre. Other
land will be bought for lesser amounts, de-
pending on the quality. I said previously,
when speaking on a motion moved by the
member for Toodyny, that I thought a sol-
dier should have at least 200 acres of land.
I nam speaking of the South-West. If that
land is sold at £10 an acre, the cost of
200 acres will be £2,000. On it the settler
will require to hare a house and sheds erected.
Fencing will have to b3 provided, and he
will have to be supplied with stock. I do not
think that in such areas it will be possible
to settle a soldier for under £3,000. If land
of lesser quality is settled, a greater
acreage will be required; it is necessary
to guard against holdings being too
small. I do not believe a man should be
put on a holding that just keeps him on the
breadline. He needs a sufficient amount to
enable him to carry surplus stock and go
in for some other form of farming, rather
than to confine himself to one kind. So
those who have to select this land will carry
a heaiv responibiility, and they must he
mnen of sound, practical experience. I do
not think that applied after the last war.

- I do not want any man to have a say in
this purchase of land, who is financially in-
terested and hopes to make money out of it.
This Bill guards against that, because it
names a personnel which, I think, will act
in the interests of all concerned. I do not
offer ally objection to those named in the
Bill. The Director of Land Settlement, Mr.
Fyfe. i"; a very practical man. He has been
Snrveyor-Oeneral. and the fact that he has
OeeLipiepd that position gives him a very wide
knowledge of different classes of land in
Westt'tn Australia. Apart from that lie in-
vestig-ated the pastoral industry from one

end of the State to the other, and wherever
he goes his knowledge of the farming and
pastoral industries creates a very favour-
able impression. The other member the
Alirister wishes to appoint is the Under Sec-
retary for Agriculture. He also is a man
with a very sound knowledge of farming,
and I think he will he able to tender sound
advice to the Minister. I agree with nearly
all the amendmenits proposed to be moved by
the Leader of the Opposition, and I agree
with that which says we should have a
farmer or paistoralist with local knowledge.

The Minister for Lands: I agree with that.

Yr. MeLARTY: I am glad thc 'Minister
agrees to that, as I think it is necessary.
The suggestion that a representative of the
R.S.L. should also have a seat on the board,
is indeed a good one. The parent Act, which
I have read through carefully, provides that
if portion of an estate is resumed the owner
may require that the whole of it should lie
taken. That is. only fair and I do not think
the Bill departs from that principle. In
resuming large estates where certain areas
are not suitable Xfor closer settlement, I
think such areas could be used as common-
ages. Such farmers, particularly in the
South-Western portion of the State, will be
on fairly small holdings and the provision
of comnmonages, where practicable, is a good
principle. I believe the safest areas in which
to put soldier settlers at the present time
are the irrigation areas.

The Collie irrigation district is well known
to the member for Bunbury, and I am sure
he will agree that some of the most pro-
ductive land in Western Australia is to be
found in that area, and it is a long way
yet from being up to its full productive

capacity. Indeed, a lot of it is not yet under
irrigation. The Government spent a large
sum of money in that area, and the object
of carrying out irrigation works is to bring
about closer settlement. I repeat that in the
Collie irrigation district there is a large area
of good land that could be used for soldier
settlement, and there the soldier settler need
not be tied down to the one industry. With
the help of irrigation he could take up other
industries if he so desired.

I think the Minister would be well advised
-I have discussed this with a number of
practical men down there-to give the soldier
settler in an irrig-ation area at least 100
acres. Some people will tell the Minister
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that that is not necessary, but I warn him
not to give soldier settlers 'in those areas
holding~s that are too small. One hundred
acres is a fair thing. The Minister knows
that, on such areas, the soldier settler will be
rated to the extent of 7s. 6d. per acre on
one-third of his irrigable holding. It is on
that one-third that he will go in for intense
culture, while on the other two-thirds he
will carry his surplus stock. I make that
recommendation to the Minister because I
feel it is sound. I support the amendment
moved by the Leader of the Opposition
with regard to an appeal where land is to
be resumed by the Government. That is
only fair.

The Minister for Lands: I think we will
come to an agreement on that, in substitut-
ing a judge.

31r. McLARTY: This is sound advice, and
as a result of it we will have a better Bill.
The Act provides that the value of land
should be decided by arbitration, and I think
where an owner is not satisfied he should
have the right of appeal to a court. After
all, a judge is one who is able to sum up
evidence-expert evidence and practical evi-
dence from the farmer-and a judgment
fromn himi in regard to value is sound. I
think such action should be allowed under
this Bill. Those who are making recommen-
dations on the purchase of land will find, in
a number of cases, that they are dealing
with returned soldiers both as buyers and
sellers, and it will he necessary that justice
he done. I support the Bill and am only
sorry that it was not introduced at an earlier
stage.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [5.20]: I de-
sire to Say a few words in support of this
Bill generally, although some amendments
will be needed in Committee. First of all,
I think there is a need for a measure such
as this, so that any land that is not being
utilised to the fullest extent will not be kept
out of production, particularly where it is
required for the settling of returned soldiers.
There are some who consider that in West-
ern Australia we have an unlimited area
of land only waiting for somebody to take
it up in order to draw from it the maximum
amount of primary produce, sheep; wool,
butter or whatever it might be. While ad-
mitting that we have a large area of land,
and some land of very fine quality in that

area, I remind members that rainfall is more
important than the land itself. For farms
on which to settle men we must, therefore,
look to those districts where the rainfall is
assured, in order that the settler should be
able to get, as nearly as possible, a return
that will keep him and his family in the
measure of comfort that he is entitled to
expect in these times. Applying that test
to our country areas I think it will be found
that there is not nearly so much suitable
land available as some people imagie.
When we consider that it is unutilised the
amount available is still smaller. However,
there is some, and this Bill is most necessary
and I hope to see it passed.

I wish now to touch on the price to be
paid for this land. The Bill provides for
utiliseci as well as unutilised land. How-
ever, I think it should apply to unutilised
land. The Minister, in the course of his
second reading speech, said that much land
is, to the layman's way of thinking, not
being utilised-to all intents and purposes--
to anything like the fullest extent. In a
measure of this kind I do not think 'we
are much concerned with the layman's point
of view, and I attach much more weight to
the important evidence quoted by the Leader
of the Opposition during his reply to the
Minister's apeech. There he gave instances
of large areas, under the control of one
person, having produced a return that, I
venture to say, would not be possible were
those areas cut up. It is to that evidence
that we must look rather than to the lay-
man's opinion as to whether certain land
is being used to the fullest extent.

I recall the case of a property that was
purchased towards the close of the last war,
and on which several returned soldier fami-
lies were placed. In the last year of the
previous ownership of that property the
owner produced 5,000 bag-s of wheat for
sale and 100 tons of hay, in addition to 200
tons required for his own stock, and 120
bales of wool. Though that. was 20 years
ago, that property has, since then, never
produced that amount of produce for sale
in any year, though there have been a num-
ber of people settled on it. In addition to
that, there has been a considerable amount
of money written off the price paid for
that land, and several of those farms are
idle at the present day. I am more par-
ticularly concerned, however, with the price
to be paid for land. It is all very well
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to say that because a property is large it
should be cut up, as the whole of it is not
being utilised, but one must remember that
the people who orginally took up that land
went there many years ago and endured
great JPrivations. They were away from the
amenities of civilisation, in many eases, and
away from railways and telephones. They
brought up their families tinder difficult cir-
cumstances, and it is not fair or just that
we should take those properties and be pre-
pared to pay merely the bare economic value
of the land. I think there should be liberal
compensation, within reason, for the pro-
perty that is taken from them.

I recall another property, on which there
is some of the best land that I have seen
in Western Australia. It is still undeveloped,
but it is 25 miles from the siding and there
is no telephone service. Those people have
to go to the siding whenever they want any-
thing, but that man has reared a family
there. He has been there for the last 25
years and now two of his sons have ad-
joining properties. Were we to say, "We
are going to take the unutilised part of this
property from you and pay you the bare
economic value," that would hardly be
justice.

I am concerned at how we are to arrive
at the value of such properties. It is laid
down in the parent Act that the valuation
is to be arrived at by arbitration. That is
set out in the Public Works Act, 1902,
Part 3. 1 would remind the House that
each party, the State and the owner, has
the right to appoint an assessor, and then
there is a resident magistrate or Supreme
Court judge, but two members may form a
quorum. I think that is a great danger.
With a small court; of three members, I think
there should be a unanimous verdict. I be-
lieve the Leader of the Opposition has an
amendment to that effect, though it may be
an amendment to another clause. At all
events I think that requires amendment, as
it is conceivable that, if two form a quorum,
there might be a sitting when the owner was
not represented, and yet that court could
come to a decision.

Mr. Watts: That is tinder the Industrial
Arbitration Act.

Mr. SEWARD: Yes, but that comes into
this Pill. We have to accept the decision
of such a tribunal, and I think the Bill re-
quires amendment hafore wve pags it: either

that or we should have a different miethod
of arriving at a valuation of the land.

The next point is how the Act is to he
operated. M e are told there is to he a
l)ody of three consisting of the Under Sec-
retary for Agriculture, the Director of
Land Settlement and a person selected by
the Minister for his knowledge of agricul-
tural and pastoral matters. I have very
serious objections to such a committee. Mly
objection is to the Under Secretary for
Agriculture being a member. I hasten to ex-
plain that I have not the slightest objection
to him by reason of the fact that he hap-
pens to be the Under Secretary for that
department or Mir. Baron Hay; my objec-
tion is on another ground.

A few nights ago I asked the Premier a
question which he did not answer, but
probably he misinterpreted the meaning of
it. I asked him what other positions be-
sides Under Treasurer and Under Secretary
for Agriculture were held by Mr. Reid and
Mir. Baron Hay. When the University of
Western Australia Act Amendment Bill
was before us, I drewv attention to the fact
that, if MTr. Reid were to attend all the
meetings he was entitled to attend by rea-
son of the various positions hie holds, he
would have hardly any time to himself, and
the position is much the same with the
Under Secretary for Agriculture. I recall
that there used to he a slog-an of the party
sitting o])posite, ''One man, one job.''
Seemingly, a certain man may hold as
ninany jobs as the Government can give
him.

The Minister for Lands: I would like to
sell out a lot of my jobs. They are all hon-
orary except this one.

Mr. SEWARD: At the moment I am
more concerned about the Under Secretary
for Agriculture. If the Prcmier did not
answer my question as I hoped, he gave me
a valuable conclusion. He stated that where
statutory requirements are involved, in
many cases those Officers at times delegate
their authority. That is the very thing I
wish to guard against. If we pass ]egisla-
tion placing the Under Secretary for Agri-
culture on this body, then I take it that he
will act and not delegate his authority to
someone of whom we have not the slightest
knowledge. Ifr. Baron Hay has many meet-
ings and conferences to attend, some of
them in the Eastern States. He might he
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Palled away to attend a meeting and would
have to delegate someone to attend the comi-
mittee meetings to arrange for the acquisi-
tion of some property. Further, we have
no reason to believe that the officer so dele-
gated would always be available, and he
might have to delegate authority to some-
one else. Thus there might he several
people acting on this committee as the rep-
resentative of the Under Secretary for Ag-
riculture. That Avoidd not be tight.

To the Director of Land Settlement, Mr.
Fyfe, there is no objection. He is an ex-
cellent man, fully qualified for the work. I
would not take exception to the appoint-
ment of Mir. Baron Hay if he had time to
do the work, but he has not the time. I
have attended meetings which he was sup-
posed to attend and at which he had had
to delegate someone to represent him. It
is of no use passing a provision appointing
a man to this position if he has not time
to attend to the work. We should ensure
that a competent man is appointed .who will
have time to devote to the matters he will
he called npon to consider.

The third member of the committee is to
be a person nominated by the Mlinister for
his knowledge and experience of agricultural
and pastoral matters or any particular
branch thereof.- I asked the Minister whether
that appointment would be changeable. He
might not have understood what I meant.
What I meant was whether the person to
act would be changed according to the par-
ticular part of the State in which the land
was proposed to be acquired.

The Minister for Lands: Your leader has
an amendment to that effect on the notice
paper.

Mrf. SEWARD: Is it acceptable?

The Minister for Lands: Y'es.

Mr. SEWARD: I am pleased to hear that-
T recall that in the depression years several
of the banks had their securities revalued.
They appointed a certain person to do it.
One 'man went to a particular part of the
State and, though he was a good farmer and
conversant with the land in his own district,
be had had no experience of the part where
he was called upon to make his valnation,
and he wrote down the improved value of
land to 5is. per acre- Yet one of those pro-
perties was sold recently for £3 per acre.
A man valuing land, more particularly in

this State, requires a very close knowledge
of the district before he can truly assess
the value.

I should like to remind the House of the
necessity for going slow in this matter. This
is not the first time we have undertaken
closer settlement and the repurchase of
estates. If members turn to the report of
the Lands Department, they will find a list
of the properties repurehased by the State
at various times. The total price involved
was £C611,375 and a sum of £145,183 has
been written off as a dead loss, showing that
one needs to be very careful in matters of
this sort. One estate was originally valued
at £140,000, and it is now valued at £97,900,
sso that £42,688 has been written off-prac-
tically half the present-day value of. the
estate. Another estate is valued at £16,033
and a sum of £15,242 haa been written off.
With such instances before us, we should
realise how careful we should be in making
any further excursions upon repurchasing
estates to ensure that the interests of the
State are conserved.

When speaking to the Bill, the Minister
stated that under the definition of "1un-
utilised" land in the parent Act, there would
be a great deal of argument and possibly
litigation as to what the term "reasonable
use" might. mean. I can agree with the
Minister; there is a vagueness about it. it
should be altered, but at the same time I do
not believe in throwing the gate wide open
and finding ourselves engaged in more liti-
gation. It might be advisable to delete the
word "reasonable" and prescribe "full" use
of the land. We all know that in Western
Australia, where land differs more than it
does in the Eastern States, it is necessary
for farmers to rest land every few yeara.
Conceivably the committee might go along
and find on a large property that an area
of 1,000 acres is under grass resting. That
land is probably being put to its fuill use,
because it is necessary to rest it periodically,
but, because it is not producing the quantity
of wheat being raised on land nearby, it
might be considered that the block is not
being put to reasonable use. The clause
dealing with that matter ought to be
amended.

We ought to remember, too, what happens
in the dairying country. I aim not con-
versant with the dairying areas here, but I
was with similar districts in Victoria. A
dairy farm in the part I have in mind would
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consist of 60 acres, on which the farmer
would be milking about 40 cows, but it was
necessary to have also a bush paddock of
100 acres or so where the cows could be
put when not in profit. That land would
no? be prodncing a great deal of revenue,
but it was essential to use it in that way
in order that the farmer might be able to
run the number of cows he had. These are
the considerations that call for careful study
-the composition of the arbitration tribunal
which, under the Public Works Act, should
be unanimous in its verdict and not permit a
majority of members, wheu the quorum is
two, to decide the matter; appointees to the
committee should not be allowed to delegate
their authority; and care should be taken to
ensure that a fair value is placed on any
land desired for closer settlement. Subject
to these reservations, I support the second
reading.

THE MINISTER FORL LANDS (Hon.
A. H. Panton2 -Leederville-in reply)
(5.40] : 1 am very pleased at the reception
given to this Bill and I desire to make only
one or two remarks in reply. With regard
to the personnel of the proposed board, the
Bill provides for the appointment of the
Dirctor of Land Settlement, who is a
valuer and has as much knowledge of the
value of land in this State as has anybody
else whom we might obtain. The Under
Secretary for Agriculture has a seat on
numerous other committees, but what I wish
to point out is that the Bill makes provi-
sion for resuming unutilised land, and I do
not anticipate that the Government will be
taking over a large number of estates. I
ag(ree with the member for Pingelly that
there is much land in *this State which
appears to be unutilised and about which I
do not think the board will be worrying as
far as soldier settlement is concerned. As
a matter of fact, I do not think the board
will be called upon to do a great deal of
work; it will not be called together very
often.

Mr. Abbott: Is it only intended for sol-
dier land settlement?

The "MINISTER FOR LANDS: I should
say, principally for soldier land settlement.

Hon. N. Keenan. Not only?

The MNINISTER FOR LANDS: The land
migzht not be suitable for soldier settlement.

flon. NI. Keenan: Tbe inquiry of the me1m-
her for North Perth is whether the board is
intended only for soldier land settlement.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: If neces-
sary

Mr. Doney: The Minister would not fla~t
lrought down the measure except for soldier
land settlement.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: -No.
Were it not that soldier land settlement was
looming so large, the measure would not
have been introduced. I am not, however,
committing myself to the statement that the
Bill will he used only for soldier land settle-
wnent. That would be rather a sweeping
statement to make. It is hard to say what
the measure might eventually be used for.
At the moment I should say all the land
resumed would be for soldier settlement. I
agree with the member for Murray-Welling-
ton that we should hasten slowly in the
matter and ascertain not only whether the
land is suitable for settlement, but also
whether the returned soldier himself is suit-
able. A member on the opposite side of the
'House--I do not remembher -which member
it was-maintained that one of the members
of the board should be a returned soldier.
Both the Director of Land Settlement, M1r.
Fx-fe, and the Under Secretary for Agricul-
ture are returned soldiers.

Mr. MeLarty.: The hon. member said that
a representative of the R.S.L. should be on
the board.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Both
those gentlemen are members of the R.S.L.,
as is tho Minister. Consequently there will
be three members of the R.S.L. on the board,
and so the hon. member has nothing to com-
plain about on that score. I propose to
accept the amendment placed by the Leader
of the Opposition on the notice paper, which
provides that the third member of the board
shall be a man chosen because of his know-
ledge of agriculture and land values. At
least one member of the board should have
knowledge of the capacity of the land for
production.

Mr, Seward: That is the basis of its
value*

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: To a,
very large extent that might he so, hut I
should say that such a man would with the
other., make a good combination. I am not
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worried whether or not the Under Secretary,
for Agriculture would have time to attend
to the duties of the board, because I should
be greatly surprised if the board were com-
pelled to examine and report upon a large
number of estates. At the moment we do not
knowv where such estates are, but we feel that
this legislation should be available in case it
is wvanted at any time. I am also in accord
with the proposed amendment of the Leader
of the Opposition to substitute a Supreme
Court judge for a magistrate. When we get
into the Committee stage, I have no doubt
these matters can be dealt with conveniently.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister

for Lands in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-New sections:

M~r. SEWARD: I understand that the
Leader of the Opposition does not intend to
move the first amendment which he hub
placed on the notice paper. I propose to
move it in part. I move an amendment-

That in lines 2 and 3 of paragraph (a) of
proposed new Section 6A the words ''the
Under Secretary for Agriculture'' be struck
out and the words ''n officer of the Depart-
ment of Lands and Surveys or of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture who has a sound know-
ledge of land valuesa in Western Australia"'
inserted in lieu.

I have nothing against the Under Sec-
retary for Agriculture, but I consider it
is for Parliament to decide upon the per-
son to be appointed to this position. As
the Minister has said, possibly it may not
be necessary to value a great number of
estates ; but even should it be necessary
only to value one I do not want any error
to be made. There may be a portion of a
property that the owner is not able fully
to utilise and we should be careful to see
that, if it is resumed, he receives adequate
compensation. The Bill authorises the
proposed board to go into the question of
whether or not the land is suitable for
settlement; and if the Under Secretary for
Agriculture is appointed 'to the board he
would ,have power to delegate his position
to someone else.

The Minister for Lands: I accept the
amendment.

Mr. 'MeLABTY: I think the Director ot
Land Settlement and the Under Secretary
for Agriculture are a good combination. 1
regard them both us very sound men.

Mr. Watts: But if the Under Secret-
ary is not available, he can appoint some-
one else.

Mr. MeLANTY: Yes, I heard what the
member for Pingelly said. But if he is
overloaded with wovrk. I think that some of
the less important work lie is now doing
should be passed on to someone else.

The Minister for Lands: That is prob-
ably how it will work out under this amiend-
men t.

Mr. MeLARTY: Do I understand that
under this amendment the Under Secret-
ary can still be appointed?~

The Minister for Lands: Yes; he is not
excluded.

Mr. MeLARTY: All right!
Amendment put and passed.

Mr. WATTS: I move an amendment:-
That in line 0 of paragraph (a) of the

proposed new section before the word ''know-
ledge'' the word ''local'' be inserted.

My idea is that the member of the com-
mittee should be a person who is ac-
quainted with local conditions, local meth-
ods, ability for production, and other
matters relative to the desirable use of the
land for closer settlement. Without that
local knowledge, it seems to me that the
committee will not function satisfactorily.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. WATTS: I move an amendment:-
That at the end of paragraph (a) of the

proposed new section the following words be
added:-"ia that part of the State in which
the laud the subject of inquiry at the time is
situated.''

The purpose of that is to enable the Min-
ister to change the local person in accord-
anice with the particular portion of the
State where the inquiry is being made.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. DONEY: I draw the attention of
the Committee to the words ''in the
opinion of the M1inister'' in paragraph
(b). I cannot see that these words have
any, use whatever. I move an amend-
ment-

That in lines 3 and 4 of paragraph (b)
of the Proposed new section the words ''in
the opinion of the Minister'' be struck out.
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The Minister for Lands;- Who is going to
direct the others to do anything?

Hlon. J. C. Willeock: Who is going to
adopt the recommendation?

Mr. DONEY: That is not the point. The
Minister would never have seen the land,
and his opinion would be entirely useless.
What right would he have to countermand
the judgment of the committee who would
have been on the land and inspected it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
the hon. member is a bit astray. Paragraph
(a) appoints a committee. Then somebody
brings an estate under the notice of the
Minister. In the opinion of the Minister,
it is wyorth inquiring into, so he asks the
committee to investigate. That is all that
paragraph (b) means. If the words are
deleted. I do not know who will direct the
committee.

Mr. Doney: I think I will let the Minister
have his own way.

Amendment put and negatived.
Mr. WATTS - I point out that I had in-

tended to move that after the word "recom-
mend" in paragraph (e) the words "on the
unanimous report of the committee" be in-
serted. I want to tell the Minister, how-
ever, that in view of the discussions we have
had, I do not propose to proceed with that
amendment because of the one he is about
to move.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
sorry that the amendments I am about to
move are not on the notice paper, but the
printer was unable to have them included.
I move an amendment-

That at the beginning of paragraph (c) of
the proposed new srection the words ''subject
to Subsection. (3) of Section 6B'' be in-
serted.

Mr. WATTS: I want members to under-
stand that if this amendment is azreed to
they have no option other than to accept
the proposail for an appeal which the Minis-
ter proposes to submit. I am in favour of
the appeal. There is a proposal on the
notice paper relating to anothcr sort of ap-
peal which I had intended to move. So long
as everyone understands that this appeal is
going to be part of the Bill, I am satisfied.

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. ABBOTT: I want to move an amend-

ment to the amendment on the notice paper
in the name of the Leader of the Opposi-

The CHAIRM1AN: Which one?

Mr. ABBOTT: The next one-the one re-
lating to a new subsection to stand as Sub-
section (3) of proposed new Section 6B.

The CHAIRMAN: I understand the
Leader of the Opposition is not going to
move that amendment. The one the Minister
is to move will take its place. The hon.
member will have an opportunity to move
an amendment later on.

Mr. ABBOTT: I shall have an oppor-
tunity to move an amendment to the Minis-
ter's amendment?

The CHAIR-MAN: Yes, when it is dis-
cussed by the Committee.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I more
an amendment-

That a new subsection be added to pro-
posed new Section 6 (B) as follows:-' '3(a)
Bcfdre making a report to the Minister, the
Committee shall serve a copy thereof on the
owner and the occupier of the land in re-
spect of' which the report is made, and much
owner or occupier may within fourteen days
1ftcr such service appeal in the prescribed
manner to a Judge of the Supreme Court
sittin# in Chambers against such report.

(b) The judge who hears the appeal may
take evidence and if thereafter he is of the
opinion that the land is not unutilised
within the meaning of this Act and that
the Liking of the land under this Act for
closer settlement would not result in any
substantial increase in production together
with a reasonable increase in the number of
persons normanlly resident on tihe land, he
shiall make an order annulling the report ap-
pealed against, and such order shall be final
and not subject to any further appeal.

(e) Subject to paragraph (b) of this sub
section the Judge hearing the appeal may
make an order confirming the report or
amending the same in any particular as he
may think fit"

As the Leader of the Opposition has inti-
mated, he does not intend to move his amend-
meat appearing on the notice paper hut is
allowing mc to substitute this. In effect
this amendment will take the matter out of
the hands of a magistrate and put it into
those of a Supreme Court judge.

Mr. WATTS: I move-
That the amendment be amended by strik-

ing out in paragraph (a) the word ''four-
teen" and inserting the word ''thirty'' in
lieu.

If members will look at the amendment I
had on the notice paper they will find that
it is practically on all fours, with what the
Minister has moved in parag-raph (b) of his
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amrendment, except for the alteration of the
word "magistrate" to that of "judge of the
Supreme Court." I provided 14 days in
my amendment because it is easy to get
to the nearest local court, but it is a little
mnore difficult for people further out to get
in touch with Supreme Court procedure. It
is for that reason that I have asked the
Minister to accept 30 days in lieu of 14.

Mr. LESLIE: Why should a Supreme
Court judge bear these appeals rather than
a magistrate of the local court? A magis-
trate is far easier to approach than a
Supreme Court judge.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
reason is obvious. I have the greatest re-
spect for our magistrates, but members will
agree that the magistrate is in rather the
samie position as a doctor. He is amongst
the p~eople all the time. If I were a magis-
trate I would not like to be called on to
make a decisioa on a matter involving ninny
thousands of pounds, in which one of my
friends in the district was concerned. The
magistrate is appointed by the Government
and might feel that he is going to put the
Government to heavy expense, although I
think he would do his duty. It is far better
to go to a judge.

Hon. J1. C. WILLCOCK: This amendment
is quite in order and desirable because it fol-
lowvs the usual procedure. Individual re-
sumptions of land for closer settlement
might involve sums of from five to tea thou-
sand pounds. In local court practice magis-
trates do not deal with issues of such magni-
tude. This Bill would not be brought into
operation unless an estate of fairly high
value was being dealt with; consequently I
think this follows the principal Act in that
regard, and the amendment on the amend-
ment should therefore be passed.

Amendment on amendment put and
passed.

Mr. ABBOTT: I move-
That the amendment be further amended

by striking out in paragraph (a) the words
''Isitting in Chambers."'

The principal Act provides for an appeal
from the board under Section 4. Subsection
(4), wvhich reads-

Any such person may within 30 days after
the service of a copy of such report appeal
to a Judge of the Supreme Court, who may
take evidence, and confirm, vary or annul the
rep~ort, and the decision of the Judge shall be
final.

It is not usual for a Judge to take evidence
in chambers, and I think it would be much
better to leave the provision as it is.

Mr. SEWARD: It is all very well for
the member for North Perth to say that it
is not convenient or usual, but I think he
should give sonmc evidence to support that
statement. I am not a lawyer and I do not
know the distinction between matters being
heard in chambers and in court.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: It is much more
expensive to deal with matters in court.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If a judge was
called upon to act under this section, he
would undoubtedly sit in the practice court,
which is not the Supreme Court building,
in the sense of sitting nisi prius, or any
other form, in the court chamber, but in a
room set apart-as the member for Gerald-
ton knows wvell-called the practice court,
which is fitted for taking evidence. A judge
in chambers is simply a gentleman sitting
in a chamber and those who go to make ap-
plication to him get chairs and sit opposite
him, and there is no room for anybody else
and no convenience for calling witnesses.
There is no witness-box or any division in
the room to separate the judge from the
portion of the chamber in which the wit-
ness would have to stand, and so it would
be undesirable. I feel certain that the prin-
cipal Act, which the member for North
Perth is asking the Minister to follow, was
framed in the way in which it is framed
for that reason.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: It would be less
expensive in Chambers than in open court.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not know on
what ground that is alleged, because I pro-
slime these applicants will be represented
by either agents or solicitors. If they are
r-epresented by solicitors, the charges are
fixed. There is no bigger fee paid to a
solicitor for making application in the prac-
tice court than in the judge's chambers.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: The matter has to
be fixed in the programme of work of the
Supreme Court.

Hon. N. KEENAN: There should be no
more delay in the practice court than in the
judge's chambers, because the judge would
fit the matter in on the first occasion pos-
sible and that would apply" equally to
chambers and the practice court.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
not a lawyer, and I did not expect this
point to be raised. I know that the pre-
sent Act reads-

Any such person may within thirty days
after the service of a copy of such report ap-
peal to a judge of the Supreme Court, who
may take evidence, and confirm, vary or annul
the report, and the decision of the judge shall
be final.

When worded in that way, does it allow the
judge to decide? Could he decide to take
it in chambers or in the practice court, as
the member for NedLands suggested?

'Mr. Watts: He can take anything in
chambers, if hie desires to do so.

Air. ABBOTT: The judge can take this
in any way he likes. This is not an appeal
to the court, as some members may think.
If it was an appeal to the court, the de-
cision would be a court decision, and the
ordinary procedure of the court would
have to be followed. This is an appeal to
an individual, a judge of the Supreme
Court, and be can take it in any way lie
likes. If he says he will take it in cham-
bers, that has a technical meaning.

Hon. J. C. Wilicoek: He can refer it into
court if be wishes.

Mr. ABBOTT: No. In chambers is en-
sentially private. It is not a public hearing
and no-one is allowed in. It would be the
same as litigation in the Mlinister's office,
which would be a most inconvenient place,
with witnesses standing in the corridor, and
so on.

The 2UINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
prepared to accept the amendment. I will
make inquiries tomorrow, and if I am then
not satisfied I will take the opportunity to
have the clause altered again in another
place. In the meantime, I will accept the
word of the member for Nedlands and the
member for North Perth that it makes no
difference.

Further amendment on amendment putl
and passed; the amendment, as amended,
agreed to.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clarqes 3 and 4-agreed to.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pI-m.

New clause-Amendment of Section 11:
31r. WATTS: I move-
That a new clause be inserted a s follows:

-(4) Section eleven of the principal Act Is

alnculed by inserting af ter the word ''tboard''
in line four the words '"or the Minister,'' and
by inserting after the word ''board'' in line
eight the words ''or the Minister.''

Section 11 provides that any owner be-
fore a declaration is published under Sec-
tion 7 that land has been taken under the
Act, may notify the board of his desire to
retain a portion of the land intended to be
taken sufficient for the sustenance of him-
self and his family, and in such ease he
shall have the right to retain such portion
of the land as may be agreed upon between
such owner and the board. Section 7 has
been amended by the Bill to provide that
the Government may take land on the re-
commendation of the board and also on the
recommendation of the Minister, and unless
Section 11 is amended to provide that a
notification shall go to the Minister as well
as the board, its provisions will not apply
to resumptions undertaken by the decision
of the Minister on the recommendation of
the committee.

New clause put and passed.
Title--agreed to.
Hill reported with amendments.

BILL-ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1.).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen-Kanowna) [7.35] in moving the
second reading said: This small Bill con-
tains only four clauses, but although small,
it is very important. It proposes to amend
the Administration Act of 1903-41 to facili-
tate the administration of deceased person3'
estates. "Administration" under this Bill
means the selling of real estate when necees-
sary to pay debts, funeral expenses and
testanmentary expenses. The object is to give
an executor or administrator power to sell
real estate for the purpose of administra-
tion. The Act does not give this power, and
the Bill will clarify the existing statute.

There has been a deal of dissatisfaction
regarding Sections 10 and 18, and I think
there has also been some misunderstanding.
There has certainly been a conflict in inter-
preting the two sections. Section 10, Sub-
section (3) empowers executors and adniinis-
trators to sell, lease or mortgage land, just
as the deceased might have done in his life-
time, but Section 10 is subject to Sevtion
18, which restricts the sale of real estate to
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a lease or mortgage. The lease can be for
on'y three years, even for the purpose of
administration. Section 10 gives very wide
poiinrs to executors and administrators, and
if this amendment becomes law it will
clarify the position.

Exee,4tors and administrators have two
f unctions, firstly, the administration,
namely, 'he paying of debts, funeral ex-
penses and testamentary expenses, and,
secondly, to sell real estate for the purpose
of distribution or winding up an estate. The
amendment will not give an executor or ad-
ministrator power over the distribution of
real estate in winding up an estate. At
times it is necessary to sell land for the
purpose of administration, but there was no
power to do this unless it was expressed or
implied in the will of the deceased person.
An admil2;9trator bad either to get the con-
sent of the next of kin or an order of the
court before he could sell real estate for the
purpose of administration. So we see that
there is a difference between the sale of real
estate for the purpose of administration and
the sale of real estate for the purpose of
distribution and the winding up of an estate.

If this Bill becomes an Act, it will give
the executor and the administrator unfet-
tered power to sell, lease or mortgage real
estate for the purpose of administration in
the same way as the deceased person, if
alive, could do himself. We are not intend-
ing by the Bill to interfere with wills.
'Whatever a testator may desire, as expressed
in his will, will be administered accordingly;
but if no mention is made in the will of such
desire, then by this Bill the beneficiaries will
be protected in selling real estate. It will
always be necessary for an executor or ad-
ministrator to obtain an order of the court,
or the consent of the next of kin, if he
desires to sell real estate for the purpose of
distribution and the winding up of an estate.

It is proposed to amend Section 10 of the
principal Act by deleting the words "sub-
ject to the provisions of Section 18 hereof"
from Subsection (3). That will mean that,
as far as administration is concerned, an
executor or an administrator will be quite
unfettered in administration; if there is any
balance remaining it will be necessary for
the executor to get the consent of the bene-
ficiary or an order of the court, or for an
administrator t6 get the consent of the next
of kin or an order of the court. It is pro-
posed to repeal Section 18 of the parent Act

and to insert a new Section 18; the section
will then only restrict the sale of real estate
for the purpose of distribution or winding
upl of an estate.

The Bill is a simple one and is designed
to facilitate and cheapen the administration
of estates, :Under the parent Act, it was
necessary at times for an executor or an ad-
ministrator to get the consent of those in-
terested in the estate, or an order of the
court, to sell real estate to pay debts, funeral
and testamentary expenses. When the ad-
ministration is adjusted, the executor or the
administrator wishing to make a further
diatnibution or to wind up the estate
must either get the consent of those in-
terested or an order of the court. Not
only will the administration of estates be
facilitated by the passage of this measure,
but the cost of the administration will be
cheapened. This matter was brought to
my notice by His Honour the Chief Jus-
tice, who pointed out that on several oc-
casions when he had to deal with the ad-
ministration of estates lie found that the
value of the i-cal estate was only small,
yet it was absolutely necessary to get an
order of the court to sell the land in order
to p~ay the debts uf the estate.

Mr. Watts: Has the Chief Justice ex-
pressed an opinion as to whether this Bill
is satisfactory?9

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
As a matter of fact, he would have gone
further than is contemplated by this mea-
sure if he had had his way. He was more
Ib eral than we were. He would have
made sure that the beneficiaries would be
protected until the administration of the
estate had been completed. If the Bill be-
comes low, the Titles Office will no longer
insist upon the production of an order of
the court, or the consent of the benefi-
ciaries, for the sale of real estate. I
move:

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Abbott, debate ad-
journed.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

As to Postponemeot.

THE ACTING PREMIR (Hon. A. R.
G. Hawke-Northain): I move:-

That Order of the Day No. 15 be now con-
sidered.
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Mr, SPEAKER: The question is that
Orders of the flay 'Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,
12, 13 and 14 be postponed.

Question put and passed.

BILL-MIKE WORKERS' RElIEF
(WAR SERVICE) ACT AMENMENT.

Council's Amendrments.
Schedule of two amendments made by

the Council now considered.

in Committee.
Mr. Rodoreda. in the Chair; the 'Minis-

ter for Mines, in charge of the Bill.
No. 1. Clause 5, paragraph (e) of pro-

posed new Section 4, page 3:-Delete the
words "the Laboratory'' in line 13, and
substitute the words "a tribunal consist-
ing of two physicians, one of whom shall
be the senior medical officer of the Labor-
atory and one radiologist.''

The MINISTER FOR MIINES: When
the Bill was in the Committee stage in
this Chamber, I had paragraph (e) of
Clause 5 amended; and, in order to follow
the amendment of the Legislative Council,
it is essential that the Committee should
understand the alterations made. In the
Bill as presented to the House the con-
cluding words of paragraph (e) were--

.-. unless hie proves to the satisfaction of
the Board that the tuberculosis from which
lie is suiffering was contracted as a result of
his employment as a mine worker in the min-
ing industry of Western Australia.

Members will recall that I had these words-
deleted because the onus of proving that be
had contracted tuberculosis in the mining
industry -was left to the individual victim, a
principle to which none of us subscribed. I
moved the deletion of the words with a viewV
to adding more appropriate words. I had
included in the original Bill the words-

unless in the opinion of the laboratory his
condition is the natural progression of the
disease contracted as a result of his cmploy-
went as a mine worker in the mining indus-
try of Western Australia.

Those words appeared in paragraph (e) of
Clause ., of the Bill submitted to the Coun-
cil. Now the Council has suggested ain
amendment deleting the words "the labora-
tory" anud substituting in lien the words "a
tribunal consisting of two physicians, one
of whom shall he the senior medical officer
of the Laboratory and one radiologist." 'My
first reaction was that the amendment was

contrary to the principal Act, but I find that
the 'Minister has power to appoint asty
medical practitioner be may deem it ;rise
and prudent to appoint under the circum-
stances. So while only the Kalgoorlie unit
has full Jurisdiction over the examination of
miners, and it alone has full jurisdicffinn as
to his prohibition and other declaration;
upon his fitness, it is possRible ander the Act
for the Minister to appoint additional phy-
sicians or doctors if necessary. Therefore
the amendment from the Council will pro-
ri de for f urther ex pert opin ion as to whether
an individual contracted tuberculosis outside
or inside the industry. It is a further safe-
guard. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move-
That the amendment be amended by insert-

ing before the word "radiologist'' the word
''a.y

As printed, the amendment is not English.
The IMINISTER FOR MINES: I want

to inform the hon. member that the chief
medical officer of the Kalgoorlie laboratory
is a radiologist.

Hon. N. Keenan: That is not in que(s-
tion. It is only the English that is in ques-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: I would
not query the insertion of such a simple let-
ter, though I can see little value in it. flow-
erer, it will not do the amendment any harm,
even if it will not do it much good!

Amendment on amendment put and
passed.

Question put and passed;, the Council's
amendment, as amended, agreed to.

No. 2. New clause-Insert a new clause
after'Clause 6 to stand as Clause 7, as fol-
lows:-

Special provision for retrospective operation
in certain circumstances.

7. 'Notwithistanding anything to the con-
trary contained in the principal Act or in
this Act, insofar as the provisions of the
principal Act as amended by this Act are
applicable, during the time of the war in
whichi His Majesty was engaged at the date
of the cormeement of the principal Act,
and notwithstanding that in accordance with
the laws of the Commonwealth the Governor-
General of the Commonwealth may have de-
clared by' proclamation issued before this
Act shall have been assented to that the



[27 SEPTEMBER, 1945.] 1

said war has ended, a time of war shall, for
all the purposes of the principal Act, as
ameended by this Act, be deemed still to co"-
tinue for a period of six months from the
date upon which this Act is assented to.

The MI%1NISTER FOR %INES: Here
ag-ain, it is merely a matter of eonsoliatiniz
the definition of "way" and making it posi-
tive that ample time wvill be permitted for
making the necessary proclamation so that
there will be no possibility of the proclama-
tion's weaning the right being given to in-
dividual sufferers from tuberculosis while,
outside the industry to claim compen-
sation.

I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council',
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

Point of Order.

The Acting Premier: I move--

That Orders of the Pay Nos, 7 to 10 onl
the notice paper be postponed until after the
consideration of No. 11.

Mr. Speaker: The Acting Premier can-
not go back. Already consideration of items
down to No. 15 has been postponed. He
should hare moved that items prior to No.
15 be postponed until after consideration
of No. 15, but he moved that the c'onsidera-
lion of those Orders of the Day should bc
postponed.

The Acting Premnier: Until No. 15 had
been disposed of-

Mr. Watts: The Acting Premier moved
that No. 15 lye now considered, but Mr-
Speaker put it the other way: that the items,
be postponed.

The Acting Premier: Do I understand,
Mr. Speaker, that we are not now in a
position to consider Order of the Day No.
11

Mr. Speaker: The Acting Premier cannot
go back beyond. item No. 15. He can
go on1.

The Acting Premier: Very well; we will
go on!

MOTION-SOLDIER LAND SETTLE-
MENT.

As to Proposed Legislation.

Debate resumed from the 12th September
on the following motion by 11r. Thorn:

That in view of the facts-
(a) That a large number of members of

the Forces have been discharged
and are continually making in-
quirics as to land settlement con-
ditiens;

(b) That particulars Of Such conditions
caInnot yet be givent to them not-
vfithstanding that some of the in-
quirers bave been discharged for
nearly three years-

this House views with, alarm the failure of the
responsible authorities to put into effect
schemes applicable to such settlement, and
calls for an immediate announcement that
necessary legislation will be placed before the
House this session so that there will be no
prospect of such delay and risk of failure as
will be likely if the announcement is deferred
until the approach of the time when the bulk
of the members of the Fighting Forces will
be seeking repatriation.

Mr. SEWARD: I hare not my notes
dealing with this motion. I move-

That the debate be postponed.

Motion put and passed.

MOTION-INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
M2ENT, USE Or MUNITION

FACTORIES.

To Inquire by Select Committee.
Debate resumed from the 12th September

on the following motion by Mr. Doney:
That a Select Committee be a'ppointc& to

inquire into and report upon-
(a) To what extent can industrial develop-

ment in Western Australia benefit
(after the war) by the retention end
use of thle machinery and skilled
workers employed at the Welshpool
munition factory and other similar
establisihments in this State.

(1), What articles could, with advantage, be
manufactured.

(c) What would be the probable demand for
such artieles-(1) in Western Aus-
tralia; (2) for export from this
State.

(d) Should such manufacture (if found
practicable) be carried on-(a) by
the State Governmnent; (b) by co-
operative enterprise assisted by the
State; or (e) by other means.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

919



[ASSEMBLY.]

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [8.2]: The
debate on this motion has been reached irn
rather extraordinary circumstances and finds
us not in that state of preparedness that we
otherwise might be. 'Nevertheless, I do not
attribute that to the Acting Premier because
he has been caught in the toils of Standing
Orders, as some of us realised he was going
to be when the motion was put. But the
debate on this motion, to which I will con-
tribute for a few minutes, has been distin-
guished by a somewhat extraordinary out-
burst on the part of the Minister for In-
dustrial Development. It is true that at the
beginning of his observations he traversed
the question of what should be done with the
munition works situated at Welshpool and
elsewhere. But subsequently he commenced
a somewhat extraordinary tirade in which
he extracted test from context of the re-
marks of the member for Williams -War-
rogin, and proceeded, to the best of his%
ability, to distort them in such a manner as
to make them almost unrecognisahic by those
who had previously contacted them.

At this stage I propose first of all to refer
to the motion itself and the points that were
obviously intended to be those of major im-
portance in regard to it. In my view, what-
ever have been the activities of the State
Glovernment in regard to the post-war use of
the munition works at Welshpool, the annexe
at Midland Junction and the other places
mentioned, it is still highly desirable that
there should, in the interests of the people
of this State, be the fullest inquiry, either
in the terms of this motion or in some terms
more likely to obtain the best resuilts by
Parliament, or by members of Parliament,
as to what shall be done with these works in
the post-war period. It is quite obvious-
and I do not think anyone wants to deny or
question it-that there have been certain
activities on the part of the Government in
connection with the post-war use of these
places. I am going to say, however, that
at the time when this motion was first
mooted, to wit, on the day that Parliament
opened, the indications of the activities were
by no means soa clear. There had been one
or two meetingrs held in various places to
which some publicity had been given in the
Press, and the impression at that time had
lien created not that the Glovernment did
rot care but that it had not then been able
to achieve even a temporary result. Quite

apart from all that, and quite apart from the
activity-whatever it may have been-of the
Government in this regard, there are the
soundest possible reasons why in important
matters, such as this there should be a Select
Committee of this House to assist in deter-
mining what can be done with these works
for the best advantage of the State of West-
ern Australia.

Just as the member for Perth, when refer-
ring on one occasion to the work done by the
P'ublic Works Standing Committee of the
Commonwealth Parliament, expressed the
view that the results achieved by it had been
extremely notable, and indicated that that
was -so because Parliament was made aware,
by a committee of its own members, of all
that was happening in connection with these
big tra nsactions, so I say that in a democra-
tic community such as this and with repre-
sentatives of the people elected as we are, it is
the duty of Parliament and of Governments
to recognise that more and greater interest
should be taken by members of Parliament
in concerns such as these that we are now
discussing which must, if they are unable to
carry on in the post-war period in some big&
way, or in a greater one than in the past,
react very strongly to the detriment of the
industrial development of this State. There
should be no hesitation in enabling members
of Parliament, as members of a Select Com-
mittee elected by the House for the purpose,
to conduct investigations such as have been
suggested, and other investigations too, if
they can be included in the motion. The
member for Williams-Narrogin, in his
motion, asks,, among other things, what
articles could with advantage be manufac-
tured.

Now, it can be said that the question of
what articles can be manufactured could
very wvell be left to the technical experts who
know just what can he done with the mach-
inerv or how the machinery can be adapted.
Doubtess that is so. If one went to a tech-
nical expert and said, "I wrant to manufac-
ture prhnus-stove parts; is there suitable
machinery here for the purpose, or is there
machinery that can be adapted to that pur-
Ipose?*" he would almost certainly be able to
answer, after consideration, Yes or 'No. But
it iiht never occur to him that primnus-
stove parts, for example, should or could be,
marnufacturvid with udvanta-Ze and disposed
of. One could assume quite reasonably that
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there are many things that might he sug-
ge:Csted as being capable of manufacture here,
and for which it night be possible to find
markets if they were manufactured, and an
inquiry could easily discover those things.
And, abov-e all-and I repeat this sentiment
.- such an iaquiry would place members of
this House in the position of being in close
contact with the affairs of the State which
are, as I have said, fundamental to the in-
terests of the development of Western Aus-
tralia.

There has, in my opinion, been far too
much inclination on the part of the Govern-
ment for it to be not only the executive o[
this House but also to take charge of
everything to the exclusion, to a great extent,
of members of this House, on whatever side
they may be. I have no hesitation in saying-
that the Government is responsible to this
House and that the Government should
take more notice of the dcisiohis arrived
at here than it has been accustomed
to do in the past. I do not, when saying
this, include only the Government which at
present sits upon the Treasury bench, be-
cause it has been a common foiling over
many decades. As some member mentioned
here a night or two ago, resolutions of im-
portance have been well discussed and re-
cived the blessing of and have been passed
hy all members, or in most eases byy the
great majority of members. Those resolu-
tions have been ig'nored-"ignored" is the
right word to use--by the Government of
the day.

That is a state of affairs which should he
put an end to, and a motion of this kind
is calculated, in an important matter such
aE1 this, to put an end to it. Paragraph (e)
of the motion inquires as to what would he
the possible demand for the articles if they
were manufactured in Western Australia,
or for export from this State. There again
is involved the whole question of what en-
couragement we would he likely to receive
if we set to work to manufacture certain
articles, and what demand there would be
for them oversca. I think it also involves
the question of whether it is possible for
the secondary industries of this State, wvhich
might be carried on as a result of the con-
tinuation of these works, to compete in
markets outside Western Australia. If they
cannot so compete there is no sensible rea-
son why they should be developed past the

stage where their products can be absorbed
by the local market. I believe that if the
right action were taken and if some of the
mass production methods that are used in
other countries to advantage were adopted
here, and if the workers concerned in the
industry were taken into the confidence of
the management and given the opportunity to
realise what the plans of the management
were in budlding uip a large trade, by mass
produetion and the keeping of the cost of
production downa so as to compete with the
outside world, and were given the oppor-
tuity to understand the difficulties of man-
agement, and a chance to take part in the
management so that they would be comn-
pletely au fait with the needs of the indus-
try in which they served, and the difficulties
of production in that industry, the progress
would be considerably smoother in an in-
dustry such as that which I am discussing.

I think we have to an extent gone the
,wrong way round, and have endeavoured to
sit on the opposite side of the table from
the industrial workers. In all our negotia-
tions and conclusions there has been an at-
mosphere of litigation. Our tribunals; have
been conducted on that basis and, in effect,
we have been in the position of plaintiff end
def endant. We have too few round-table
conferences where varying points of view
can be put forward in an atmosphere of
harmony.

Mr. Wilson: That was the trouble at
Collie.

Mr. WATTS:- I will not specify where I
think it has been the trouble, but it has been
the trouble in more cases than the people
of this country realise. There has been too
much of the attitude of plaintiff and de-
fendant in our negotiations. Valuable re-
commendat ions in regard to these works
might be made, because this motion does
not contemplate private enterprise only
handting this question. The motion asks
three questions; whether it should he car-
ried out by the -State Government, by co-
operative enterprise assisted by the State,
or by other means, and in consequence it
raises issues of the greatest importance to
the industrial development of Western Aus-
tralia, and the relationship between em-
ployer and employee. It would give a com-
mittee of this House an excellent oppor-
tunity to determinpe what those relation ships
'might be in industries such as this, whether
they can be imp-roved, and by what means.
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I am very surprised at the attitude of the
Minister for Industrial Development in say-
ing, in effect, that there was no need for
this motion, and that he had no time for
it. There is ample room and ample need
for it and in my view the 'Minister wonid
be well advised to reconsider that point of
view, and enable some ot the members of this
House, not to destroy that action already
taken by the Government, which will not
last over a long period, but to try to build
on it 211( increase the results already oh-
tained and, above all, to let the people of
this State know that their representatives
in Parliament are allowed, by the executive
of this State, to take some active interest
in affairs that go to the fundamentals of
industrial development in this State.

I have dealt wvith the motion as far as
I feel able to do so on short notice, but
with regard to the observations of the
Minister on the 'rcferences made by the
member for Will iams-Narrogin to indus-
trial development in another part of the
Commonwealth, I point out that the 'Minis-
ter took pains to remove words from the
context of the memiber's remarks when
lie introduced the motion. The 'Minister
built words upon 'them ia a manner
which, in my opinion, reflected little
credit on him. He proceeded to de-
cry the activities that have taken
place in another State. I would not
have introduced this subject into the de-
bate had the Minister not given me the
opportunity to do so, but I know that the
industrial development that has taken
place in Victoria, in the country districts
to which the member for Williams-Nar-
rog-in referred, has resulted in an increase
of not less than 6.000 electors in the coun-
try areas of that State and an increase of
12,000 in population. I have that infor-
ination fromn official sources in Victoria.

The Minister -for Lands: They sacked
Mr. D)unstan for it yesterday.

Mr. WATTS: He was not sacked for
that. We are talking of what has hap-
pned since 1939, and not what happened

only yesterday. There was also no less
than f2.000,000 invested in decentralised
secondary industries in Victoria. and up-
wrards of 4,000 people have obtained em-
ulloyment in the countr ,y districts, as a
result. 'No less than 50 different factories,
prodlucing- manyv hundred-, of types; of
goods, have been set up in that 'State.

Without going into further details-for the
reason 1 mentioned just now, that I have
not them with mne and will not risk my
memory on things of which I am not cer-
tain-I say that in addition there has been
a general development in that State and
it is no wonder that the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin, in introducing- this motion
-in my opinion, in good faith and with
the best of intentions, with the intention
of spurring the Government on to sonic
greater effort than was evident either at
that time or now-broukght this matter up,
It seemed unworthy of the 'Minister to take
it in the way he did, and make his contri-
bution to the debate in a form that, as I
have observed, simply took words out of
sentences without giving the House oppor-
tunity to dwell on the context that sur-
rounded them. I propose to support this
motion strongly, aind I hope the House will
curry it, in order that the representatives
of the people may be given an opportun-
ity, such as they should have, to make in-
quiries into important subjects involved in
this, as, a contribution towards the future
prosperity of the State.

MR. ABBOTT (-North Perth) [8.16]: 1
have already suggested, during this session.
that it would be of great advantage to this
State should various Select Cornmittees of
a permianent nature be set up. One com-
mittee that I mentioned was to consider
secondary industries. I therefore welcome
this motion that, to some extent, has in view
ihe, object I had in mind when I suggested
a committee of a more permanent nature and
wider scope. 'Members on the other side of
the House have frequently suggested that
the comiment should lie of a more construc-
tive nature, but how can this side of the
THonse offer constructive comment when
memibers have so little information made
available to them? Only lately the Com-
monwealth Secondary Industries Ceramiq-
sron-a most important Commission which
deals with rpiestions affectingx those indus-
tries-visited Western Australia. I sugqest
that only MiNfnisters and a few persons
selected by them, together with their expert
ndviscr , had ainy' opportunity of seeingr or
tulkinix with those~ influential gentlemen.

I do not sug-gest that mnembers of thi-,
H'ouse, who are mostly laymen, are able In
enter refet ivelv into vontrovercy with thep
tiehnical advi-"s uipon whom 'Ministers rely.
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On the other hand, we come into contact
with many people who may perhaps be able
to give some useful advice and advance help-
ful suggestions. Some of those people may
have just as high technical qualifications as
those upon whom the Minister leans and
should be able to furnish efficient advice.
It is from that point of view that I for-
merly suggested the appointment of a Select
Committee so that the -public might be able
to know a little more ahoui what is going on
or is anticipated, and so that members might
more usefully exercise the functions for
which they are elected to Parliament. In
those circumstances I propose to support the
motion, which I hope will be accepted by the
House. Should it be agreed to, I trust the
Minister will try this method. If he finds
that such a committee is a nuisance and of
no material value to him, it will give him an
opportunity of knowing in future that on
no account should ho again permit the ap-
pointment of such a body.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [8.23]:
It is to be regretted that owing- tg the ap-
plication of the Standing Orders of this
House, of which I had some experience yes-
terday, this motion has come up for discus-
Sion Most unexpectedly. It is a very im-
portant motion and for that reason should
not he lightly dismissed. I know of no
motion of greater importance than one that
-raises the question of the policy for the
future in Western Australia and particu-
larly the policy regarding the development
of secondary indunstries. Not only that but
unless a determination is reached at an early
date as to what is to be done with the Welsh-
Jpool factory and any other munitions fac-
tory or war establishment, naturally the
Commonwealth Government will take steps
to dispose of them, and the opportunity of
their being put to use in the future for the
industrial development of the State will have
passed away. While we are waiting, time IS
passing-and the Commonwealth will not
wait. Already it has a Commission in exist-
ence that is rapidly selling that which is cap-
able of being sold and which was originally
brought into existence for war purposes.

The Welshpool factory will be disposed
of. I presume-i am not aware of the
facts -that the whole cwst of that factory
was defrayed by the Commonwealth, and it
is therefore Commonwealth property. Are

we to allow this chance to slip by simply
because of some slight feeling of pique on
the part of the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment, as I understand the position to
he? I was not present in the House when
the Minister dealt with the motion, but I
gathered from the remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition that the Minister treated the
motion with scant courtesy.

The Minister for Lands: He spoke for
about an hour on the motion!

Hon. N. KEENAN: The Mlinister could
speak for two hours, and yet not display
courtesy,

The Minister for Lands: You would not
describe a speech of that length as scant.

Hon. X. KCEENAN: The display of cour-
tesy in the speech may have been scant.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
You should read the speech.

Mr. SPEARER: Order!
Hon. N. KEENAN: The motion is one

that should he properly discussed in this
House. It has, by some unlucky chance,
come up for discussion unexpectedly Ap-
parently that is not with any intention of
dealing with it other than by ensuring that
it will be hurriedly thrown out, which is
evidently the desire of the Government. I
had no desire to speak to the motion until
I had given it careful and proper atten-
tion. Perhaps the object of dealing with
it in this manner is to get rid of it without
discussion or with no debate except from
inembers on the Opposition side of the
House. That procedure is positively objec-
tionable. I propose to offer a few reasons
-why the motion should he properly con-
sidered and adopted. Not only will the
muachinery that now exists at Welshpool and
which could quite possibly be put to good
use for other industrial purposes, be lost
to the State hut the services of the trained
mechanics who have operated there will also
he lost to us. Let us make no mistake about
that. If we have no occupation here in
Western Australia for trained mechanics,
they will inevitably go to the Eastern
States and secure employment there. That
is what happened during the War. During
that period we lost a lar~ge number of skilled
mechanics because the Eastern S totes werep
prepared to provide them with employment.
'We were not in a position to do so, and so
we lost those men.
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Mr. J. Hegney: A lot of trained mech-
anics came to this State in the depression
period.

Hon. N. KEENAN: That always hap-
pens. W1herever there is employment, natur-
ally the workers who want to better their
lot will go there. Here we are confronted
with the risk of losing men who have been
trained to handle this particular class of
machinery and therefore are skilled men.
That furnishes one reason why we should
inquire as to the possibility of providing
those skilled men with some occupation
here and so avoid the risk of losing their
services. That consideration would justify
the first paragraph embodied in the motion
for the appointment of a Select Commit-
tee-

To what extent can industrial development in
Western Australia benefit (after the war) by
the retention and use of machinery and skilled
workers employed at the Welshpcol munition
factory and other similar establishments in
this State.

Mr. J. Hegney: And if the Government
is already giving attention to that phase,
what then?

Mr. Abbott: But we do not know!
Hon. N. KEE NAN: Is the Government

giving attention to that matter?
Air. SPEAKER: Order! Will the member

for Nedlands address the Chairl
Hon. N. KEENAN:- The member for

Nedlands is in the extraordinary position of
being fired at from both sides.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the hon. member
had better address the Chair.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I was remarking
that it is imperative that the Government
should take steps to save for Western
Australia both the machinery and the
workers.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment: I explained in my speech that all
this baa been attended to.

Hon. N. K-EENAN: There are no signs
of it.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment: Yes, there are.

H-on. -N. KEENAN: Where?
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Question time

has pas-sed.
Hon. N. KEEN AN: If there are signs

of that having been done, all I can say is
that they are very difficult to recognise.

Al. times we bear some phrases used, but
what do we see being done? What has
been done?

The Minister for Lends: You would he
surprised!1

L1on. NX. IKEENAN: Has the factory
been taken over from the Commonwealth?

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
inient: The Cormnnwesith is still operat-
ing it.

Hon. N.KEENA'N: Have the operatives
therec been offered work i sonic other
trande?

The M1inister for Industrial Develop-
ient: But the Conuuionwealth is still oper.

ating the factory!
'Mr. SPEAKER: Order'
Hon. N. KEENAN: I am afraid I did

not hear the Minister's interjection.
The Minister for Industrial Develop-

menit: I ami not allowed to repeat it.
Hon. N. KEENAN: We know the fac-

tory is the property of the Commonwealth.
The Minister for Lands: And the Corn-

monwealth is still operating it.
Hion. .KIEENAN-: Is the factory to he

acquired by the State? If an arrange-
ment has been arrived at, why has it not
been disclosed? If it is a beneficial ar-
rangpment, it will be entirely in accord
with what is asked for in jaragraph (a)
of the motion. The next paragraph asks
that the committee shall be charged with
the duty of inquiring into what articles
could, with advantage, be manufactured
with this particular machinery. The pro-
duction of civilian goods is a matter of
great importance. If the machinery is not
capable of being used for nianufacturing
goods for civilians, it is not worth acquir-
ing at all. If the machinery is suitable
for one thing only, namely, the manufac-
ture of munitions,, it will be of no use to
us, and I hope we shall not again need it
for the makinrt of munitions. It would be
quite useless unless it was suitable for
the production of civilian goods.

Paragraph (e) is of extreme importance
because it asks that the committee shall
inquilre into the matter of possible mar-
kets. If we are going to manufacture
goodq, the first thing is to find marlrels
which will take the goods when they are
manufactured. This will entail a great
deal of inquiry. We cannot put a finz-r
on any part of Ihe globe and say that the
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people there will consumae our goods. Care-
ful consideration will be needed to deter-
mine whether they are goods suitable for
reciprocal trade, because this will he un-
avoidable in the newk world we are now
entering. In the old days, Australia was
in the happy position of producing a cer-
tain class of goods that the world wanted.
We simply had to produce the goods and
export them and the world, though London
was the main consumer, sought the goods.
On one occasion, I believe it was in 1914,
a Commission reported that it was impos-
sible to produce more wheat and more wool
in Australia than the world would take.
But that happy time has gone. What -we
produce now we shall ho able to sell only
to countries that we in turn are prepared
to trade with. One way traffic has come
to an end. So an inquiry as to future
niarkets is of great importance.

I should say that our markets in future
will lie mainly in the East, possibly in the
Dutch East Indies, and probably with a
recons-tructed Chiina. Proper arrange-
ments have to he made to bring those mar-
kets into contact with our business men
and some mutual scheme of trade brought
about. Kothing could be more important
for any committee to investigate than the
matter contained in paragraph (c). Yet it
was designed to allow the motion to be
thrown out without discussion-

The 'Minister for Industrial Development:
That is not so.

Hon. N. KCEENAN: -as if it were im-
material whether it was discussed at all.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
That is not so.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I am judging by what
I saw happening. I would not have inter-
vened in this debate without proper prepara-
tion hut for that attempt.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
You were not here when it was last dis-
cussed.

Hon. N. KEE NAN: Now I come to para-
graph (d), which asks the committee to in-
quire into the conduct of this industrial de-
velopment-whether it should he carried on
by the State Government or, if these plants
are taken over, assuming everything else is
favourable, assuming they can he used for
the production 'of civilian goods and assum-
in there is a certain class of civilian goods
for which a market exists outside Australia
-a purely local market is always very

im ited-wh ether it should he carried on hy
co-operative enterprise assisted by the State
or by other means, which I presume, means
the ordinary channels of private enterprise.
What could be wore important than that?
The one charge I would make, not only
against the present Government, but also
against al1 Governments, is that they do not
appreciate the necessity for being prepared.
We are finding ourselves in a similar posi-
tion in regard to housing',; the crisis will he
upon us before we know of it. We shall
have this iadustrial crisis, too, and we shall
have no plans for dealing with it.

The Minister for Industrial Development:2
That is not so.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It might not appear
so to the mnind of the Minister, but it does
to the minds of the great majority of the
people of this State.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
There arc only three of these establishments.
The State Government will operate two and
the Commonwealth Government will con-
tinue to operate the other.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Has a definite
arrangement been made for that?~

The M3inister for Industrial Development:
Yes.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Then it should not
only be published in the ordinary way, but
particulars should be placed on the Table of
the House so that we can see exactly the
terms and conditions under which this par-
tieular class of machinery is to be handled.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
You are altering your tune now.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!l
Hon. N. KCEENAN: I am altering my tune

only to the extent if that arrangement
exists, and I do not mean that it should
exist in a cupboard in the Minister's office,
but it should be available in some place where
those charged with looking after the interests
of the State can obtain a, knowledge of the
facts.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
It was explained to the House.

Ron. N. KEENAN: There is one matter
mentioned by the Leader of the Opposition
that I desire to emphasise. This Parliament
has apparently nothing to do with the gov-
erning of the State-

The Minister for Lands: And doing it
well.

925



(ASSEMBLY.]

Hlon. N. KEENAN: -or the future plans
of the State. Whatever wve hear, we hear
by accident, Dot design. This motion seeks
to have a committee appointed that would en-
tirely change that state of affairs and make
it a matter of common concern to all of us
to look after the future and particularly
the industrial future of the State. 1 rose
principally to protest against a motion of
this importance being bundled out of the
House without discussion, just as if it were
some trumpery little motion that did not
matter one atom.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
That is not true.

The Minister for Lands: It has not been
bundled out yet.

MR. $HEARN (M1aylands) [8.38]: 1 am
afraid that the mover of the motion, unfor.
tunately, was not as well-informed as were
some other members of what has happened,
and hence the speech of the Minister to
which exception has been taken, I knew
something about the matter many weeks ago.

Mr. Doney: Did the public know much
about it?

Mr. SHEAlIN: I will come to that point
lnter. 'Members had a number of these
workers comning to them because they lived
in their electorates. Those men explained
the difficuilties with which they would pos-
s9ibly be faced at an early date. With other
members, I made inquiries, and discovered
that the 'Minister and others associated with
him had been active in taking certain steps.
I know just what has taken place, and I ap-
preciate the statement of the facts giveu
by the Minister, but it was unfortunate that
the Minister took advantage of the obv4ius
lack of informantion in the possession of the
member for Williams-Narrog-in to slate him,
because he was fully justified in bringing a
matter of such importance to the attention
of the House and of the people. It is un-
fortunate, however, that the hon. member
did not seize the opportunity, when framing
his motion, to go beyond what it expresses.

The change, that is taking place as a result
of war condid ions in Australia, and indeed
further afield, makes this a matter trans-
cending governmental or party conside-ra-
tions. Every member of every Legislature
in the Commonwealth, and indeed aill citi-
zens who take an interest in the welfare of
the Commonwealth, mnst lend their aid in
Promoting and fostering our industries. I

am sorry that the bon. member limited his
motion in the way he did to those matters
which have been dealt with so fully by the
Minister far Industrial. Development. The
]ion. member did not suggest that a Select
Committee should be appointed to inquire
into and report and] make recomniendatio.-
upon the State's industrial progress. The
one thing that must be obvious to us all is
that if Western Australia is to progrc..s, not-
withstantding the competition we have in the
Eastern States, we must get ahead of the
Eastern States with our industries-.

I make this suggestion with all due defer-
ence to the Minister, who I admit has been
miost active, since the establishment of his de-
liartient in all industries conducted in the
State, and he has had thie support of the
various panels associated with him. The
time has arrived when all members should
he given an opportunity to play some part
in helping to promote our industries. In
other words, that should not remain the pre-
rogative of the Government in power for the
time being. Unless that attitode of mind is
adopted, Western Australia will continue tc.s
lag behind all the other State., industrially,
as well as in other ways. I support the
spirit of the motion, but I cannot support its
subject-matter. I do urge upon the Min-
ister and the Government to take, if not this
opportunity, then an early one, to enlist the
aid of the Opposition in an endeavour to
promote and foster our industries.

Not only is the Commonwealth Govern-
ineut faced wvith the task of providing em-
ployment for thousands of our returned sol-
diers, it will also have to find employment
for ninny people who still are engaged in
war industries. In view of the competition
we shall have to meet not only here but also
outside Australia, it is our duty to prospect
every field that offers opportunity for our
future prosperity and well-being. I hope
the M1inister will see the wisdom of allowing
the Opposition to take some part in such an
endeavour. Perhaps the hon. member will
see his way to amend the motion.

Mr. Doney: It is competent for you to
a1mend it, if you so wish.

Mr. SHEARN: Yes. I may do that yet,
if possible, but I am hoping that I will re-
ceive the more kindly consideration from the
'.Tiniztr of any amendment I may move
than that which the member fur Willi'rns-
Narrogin received at his bands the other
evening. Jesting aside, I do urg e tit tlj"
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time has arrived when we must discontinue
much of our party politics. I say that sin-
cerely. If wve are to retain the status of this
Parliament and maintain its prestige in the
community,' I suggest seriously to members
sitting opposite that they should seek our
co-operation. They are in no better posi-
tion than we to ascertain what the Govern-
ment contemplates doing until some report
is made in the House. That procedure mar
be all right in pre-war lays, but it is now
imapracticable. I seriously commend to the
Government the objective it should have in
mind, which is to take advantage of the
energy, the enthusiasm and the spirited co-
operation offered to them by this side of the
House, but of which for some extraordinairy
ren-on the Government does not appear to
be anxious to avail itself.

MR. J. HEGflY (Middle Swan) [8.45]:
Last week the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment gave the House a fall and ex-
haustive report upon the activities of his
department. Unquestionably, it was ain in-
formative address; as a matter of fact, one
of the best delivered by the Minister in this
Chamber. He told Parliament what his
department was doing and what the Govern-
ment~s intentions were in relation to our in-
dustries. Recently I had( the privilege of
Presiding over a conference of trade unions
interested in the development of the indus-
tries of this State. They considered the
question thoroughly and exhaustively, as
they' were the principal persons concerned.
They are the workers, the men who fabricate
and manufacture articles, and they have a
complete knowledge of our industries. The
Welshpool factory, which happens to be in
my electorate, and the aircraft factories at
Bayswater, were considered and the question
of how they could he used in peacetime wvas
discussed. These nmatters were referred to
committees, who finally got down to suhstan-
tive motions and proposals which were sub-
mitted to the Government. Strong represen-
tations were made to the Government to con-
sider every aspect of the industrial life of
this State. The proposals were published in
"The West Australian" for the information
and edification of the people of the State;
and slibsequently the Minister's speech was
also published for the edification of the
people of the State.

T amn convinced the Government is doing
its uitmost to convert both the Welsbpool

factory, which is owned by the Common-
wealth, and the aircraft factories at Bays
watcr to use on a peacetime basis. Many of
the men who have been engaged in these war
activities will be returning to their former
occupations, for instance, carpenters and
furniture makers. I know of numbers of
mien where I live who are now back in the
Curniture making trade; and the numbers
could no doubt he multiplied many times
over. Those who are -not skilled tradesmen,
such as fitters and turners, will have ample
work found for them in locomotive building
and shipbuilding. Unquestionably, there is
employment here for those men, who wvill not
be lost to the State. It is only when young
men have finished their time and are anxious
to go to further fields that they will go there,
whether there is work here or not; they will
please themselves. But, in the manin, if there
is work in a particular industry, the men
will remain in this State. The difficulty in
dlays gone by has been that there has not
been the employment. The fault cannot be
laid at the door of this Government, because
it has happened over the past 25 years. I
know that there are certain negotiations
taking place that it would be unwise to dis-
close to all concerned, because it would
jeopardise their success.

It would be unwise to indicate certain in-
quiries that are taking place, because such
revelations would possibly be of advantage to
other persons. I do not think the motion will
get its very far. The information the hurt.
menmber requires is already available. Every-
body' knows that the best possible use should
be made of the Welshpool factory. Whether
it can turn out electric fans, or refrigerators,'
or other commodities that are of use in this
cominunity, is a matter for expert investi-

gain n not for investigation by persons
who tire not experts. It is an investigation
that should be undertaken having regard
to thme market for such things, the capacity
to produce them, and the competitive posts.
There i s no question but that if the Welsh-
pool factory were set up as a State concern
to manufacture farming implements, there
would he strong opposition, as there was in
days gone by to the manufacture of farming
implements by the State Implement Works.
That enterprise has heen condemned over
thii years by people in the farming areas,
mand they did not give the enterprise a chance
to survive
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So far as aeroplane factories are con-
cerned, investigations are being' made for
the purpose of helping the "Midland Junc-
tion Workshops. Much production could be
carried on there. That is a matter for inquiry
by mechanical engineers and others, and not
one for investigation by people who have
very little knowledge of the subject. I am
satisfied that the Government is doing its
utmost to exploit every avenue for the pur-
pose of developing industry in this State,
The Government is well aware of the need for
establishing heavy industries and suitable
graving or floating docks in Fremantle, and
lpossibly Albany. Indeed, the whole ramnifica-
tion of industry has been examined by tht
Government. The trade union movement has
not been asleep bt hat discussed tbesv aat
ters exhaustively. Men -who have worked in
industry have spenL days discussing pro-
posals, from every aspect, and have made
recommendations.

The conference over which I had the
honour to preside devised practical pro-
posals-not hare-brained solutions of the
problem, but proposals capable of imple-
mentation-and they have been submitted to
the Government. The men are well satis-
flied that the Government is doing a good job
in this direction, and that it is very anxious
to develop industry in this State. This
motion came on rather suddenly. There was
information I had in my possession that I
would have liked to submit to the House with
n-spcet to maeny proposals discussed by the
conference of which I have spoken;- but, like
the member for Nedlands. I have been
caught without my brief. I cannot see that
the appointment of a Select Committee
would serve any useful purpose. Its in-
quiries would be confined to the Welshpool
factory and the aeroplane factory at Bays-
wvater. So far as the former is concerned
there is machinery at Welshpoot that is not
of much use for anything but the production
of cartridges.

The Minister for Lands: Someone sug-
gested to me the other day that the machin-
ery might be used to make tractors!

IMr. J. HIEGINEY: Yes. That informa-
tion is available to the Government. The
mover of the motion has already been in-
formed of what has happened, and no good
purpose would be served by the adoption of
the motion. 1 do not intend to support it.

MR. DONE! (Willi ams-Narrogin-in
reply) [8.55] : 1 am obliged to those mem-
hers who have supported the point of v-iew
I expressed when I spoke to the motion,
though I regret to say that all those mem-
bers are to be found on this aide of the
House only.

Mr. J. Hegney: That is not unusual.

Mr DONEY: I agree that is not unusual;
and again I regret to have to say that. I
am sorry, with other members wvho have
mentioned the matter, that through a slight
and quite unintentional error of judgment in
regard to the Orders of the Day on the part
of the Acting Premier, we arrived at this
particular business a week before we antici-
pated we would; and consequently quite a
number of members hare been caught flat-
footed. But that cannot he helped. I re-
gret very much-I seem to be full of regrets
tonight, and I need to voice them because
I said I would, aind of course I must-I re-
gret very much that the Mfinister did not
treat this motion on its merits. There is no
doubt that he deliberately and pointedly did
not do that. It was his duty to do so in the
interests of the State; but he certainly did
not do so.

I do not think I would he exaggerating if
I were to say that the Minister's remarks
were a series of misrepresentations. I do
not like to say deliberate misrepresentations,
but I do not think T would be very far wide
of the mark if I did say so! His remark9
consisted of a series of misinterpretations of
my intentions in submitting the motion; but
no one can impugn my intentions when I
decided to submit that motion. It was not
entirely may own idea, hut resulted from a
decision arrived at by members of my party
at one of their meetings. There were mis-
statements by the MNinister. He commenced
by making one when he said that I hadl die-
tinetly informed the House that there was
only one member of Parliamniet at that
initial meeting, and that I had further said
I was that memnber. The point is of no con-
sequence; and I would not mention it were
it not that the 'Minister saw fit to takze up
half a p~age of "Hansard" in regard to the
matter, and so possibly saw some importance.
in it. I -was not that member. It happi ned
to hor a nmember of our party in the pcrsoii
of lion. E. HI. H. flail of the Central Pro-
viiIrt.
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It seemed to mue as though my friend-
he is still my friei'd-the Minister for In-
dustrial Development, was a good deal more
concerned with his own personal. prestige
ais Minister in charge of Industrial Develop-
ment, and secondarily, perhaps wvith the
prestige of the Government, and not at all,
as 1 see it, with the interests of the State.
1 put it to the House that my motion was
an offer of friendly co-operation with the
Government. There was nothing at all
unfriendly about it; yet the Minister chose
to be affronted; there is no doubt about
that. He considered no-one on this side of
the House had any right at all to suggest
anything to the Government when every-
thing th Government does is so perfect,
or so near to being perfect that it should
not be tampered with at all. The Minis-
ter showed fight when there was not the
slightest need for it. He was like a man
hrandishing a bigr stick to defend himself
against an attack that existed only in his
own imatgination-certainly in nobody
else's.

Members on that side of the House, as
on this, will surely agree that the Minister
was entirely unhelpful and altogether un-
fair. Had he dealt co-operatively with
the matter that I have submitted we might
have done something of value to the State.
But he took up the attitude that what the
Government had done was the best that
could possibly be done, and that it was
beyond the power of this side of the
House to make any suggestions that would
improve the position. Further, he did on
one occasion, I regret to say, use words
which created in my mind the idea that he
thought that any Attempt by this side to
interfere would be prompted by malice.
I regret that very much indeed. The
Minister mentioned that there were in this
Parliament men who would feel very glad
indeed-I have forgotten his actual words
but I am well acquainted with the sense
of what he said-to see the efforts of the
Government, in connection with secondary
industries, come to nought. He certainly
must have had me in mind when he made
those remarks, otherwise why did he use
them as part of his reply to my motion?9

The Minister for Industrial flevelop-
ment: I did not have the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin in mind at all.

[361

Mr. DONEY: I am glad that the Minis-
ter has made that admission, because I
felt distinctly hurt at his remarks. in
moving- through this State I have been ex-
tremely careful, when speaking from a
platform or when talking in private con-
versation, to say nothing derogatory about
the attempts of the Government in estab-
lishing secondary industries, On the con-
trary I have gone to the trouble-and I
suppose I shall be foolish enough to do the
same in the future-of complimenting the
work of the Minister in regard to these
matters. I do not find him too reciprocal
in connection with these sentiments, but
that cannot be expected.

The Minister for Lands: Honest Victor I

Mr. DONEY: The most important part
of my motion is the one to which the
'Minister made no reference whatever. I
showed that, as'I saw things, it was de-
sirable for us in this State, in regard to
secondary industries, to concentrate on
what I have referred to here as processedi
goods as distinct from purely manu-
factured goods. I was hoping I
would] get from the Minister tin ex-
pression in regard to that, but he carefully
hrnored it. The member for Maylands
took me to task in a mild and, I musat ad-
mit, quite friendly way by saying, if I un-
'derstood him ari 'ght, that I did not when
speaking to my motion give to the House
the type of information that he expected I
would. I may have been wrong there, but
what I did do was to give to members the!
information on the subject-matter that I
considered appropriate to it.

The member for Middle Swan attempted
to show, not, I would say, with a great deal
of success, that there was absolutely no
need for this motion. He proceeded to de-
monstrate that there were many things in
connection with this business About which
he knev nothing. I point out to him that
he is in the same position as f was when I
started to interest myself in this matter.
I said quite plainly to the House that I did
not know, but that I wished to know some-
thing more of our industrial future. It was to
find that out that I submitted this motion. 1
think, too, the member for Isfaylands com-
plained that the text of my motion did not
make reference to all the points I have re-
ferred to. Of course one cannot have a
motion as long as a speech; but I did use
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the motion as a text, and in traversing the
matter of secondary industries I dealt not
only with the three institutions I have men-
tioned, hut with the industrial interests of
towns all over the State.

There is a great deal more that I could
say, but I have no des;ire to do so now. I
do not know what the attitude of the other

-side muay be, but I have not found grounds
for being too hopeful. Nevertheless I might,
in clo.,ing, suggest to members opposite
tbat this is a matter which should not be
regarded from a purely party political point
of view. I want them to look upon the in-
terests of the State. I cannot help feeling
that if they do that there wvill be at least
a proportion of my friends on the other
side who will assist me to get the Select
Committee of inquiry that I am asking for.

Question put and negatived; the motion
defeated.

House adjourned at 9.6 p.m.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

COUNTRY HOSPITALS.
As to Requests for Financial Assistance.

Mr. LESLIE asked the Minister for
llealth:

1, Were any applications for financial
assistance, in addition to the usual subsidy,
if any, received fromn country hospitals for

the purpos2 of mneeting maintenance costs,
during the year ended the 30th June, 1945?~

2, From 'What hospitals w 'ere such appli-
eationis received anui for what amounts re-
spectively?7

3, W hat applications, if any, were ny'-
proved and for What amounts respectively?

4, What applications, it any, were re-
fused, wholly or in part, andl for what rea-
Solis8

The MTN1ISTER repliedl:

1, Yes.
2,Dalwallinu asked for £19l5; Dwllingup

asked faT £118; Jarralidale asked for 45.5;
Mount Magnet asked for £:150; Southern
Crass asked for £85.

3, Dalwullinu, £160; Dwellingup, £150;
Jarrahdalec £27 10s.; 'Mount MUagnut, £170;
Southern Cro, s, £350.

4, No applications were who]Iy refused,
but amounts were modified as under-: Dlal-
wvajlinu askedl for £105; received £E160. Jar-
rahdule asked for £56; received £27 1.0s.
Special grants were recommended in respect
to a number of other hospitals without any
formal request being made, on ain examina-
tion of their budgetaryv position, while in
respect to .1 number of aipplications inadr.
amounts greater than thiat applied for were
approved, also after an examination of thit
budgetary position.

ABATTOIRS, KALGOORLIE.

Is to Proviqing Power for Ci'Zerrs.

Mr. LEAHY asked the Minister for Ag-
neculture:

1, Is it the intention of the Covcnrnent
to have electric current Supplied to the Khai-
goorie abattoirs before (lie hot weather
come-, in? If not, what is the reason for
delay?

2, Is it not possible to overcome any ob-
stacles in the. wayv of progress in order io
provide power for chillers, etc.

The MINISTER r'epliedl:
1 and 2, The Government is anxious to

finalise arrangements for the immediate call-
nection of the Kalgoorlie abattoirs with an
electric current supply. As a result of per-
sonal representations by the Premier when.
Minister for Agriculture, the Commonwealth
Government has approved of the use of thie
main line supplying current to the R.A.A.F.,
which will very considerably reduce the cost
and hasten erection of power lines. The


